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I. CERTIFICATION OF THE ACCREDITATION SCHOOL CLOSURE REPORT
Date: April 1,2009

TO: Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges,
Western Association of Schools and Colleges

FROM: Solano Community college
4000 Suisun Valley Road
Fairfield, CA 94534-3197

This Accreditation School Closure Report is submit
determination of accreditation status.

We certify that there was broad participation by re
and we believe the School Closure Progress Report ac
substance of the institution.

ely reflects the nature and

resident, Governing Board

A. Marie Young

Dr. Robert Jensen Interim Superintendent/President

Vice President of Academic Affairs
Accreditation Liaison Officer

Robin L. Stei

Jeffery N. Academic Senate President

Lillian Nelson President, Associated Students of Solano College

Thomas E. Grube President, Solano College Faculty Association

Cynthia Simon President, California School Employees Association
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Jeffrey Lehfeldt President, Operating Engineers, Local #39
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II. Statement of Report Preparation

On January 31, 2008, the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) via the
Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges (ACC]C) notified in writing that
Solano Community College (SCC) had been placed on the status of Warning. At its meeting
on January 9-11, 2008, ACCJC reviewed the SCC Progress Report dated October 2007 and
the report of the ACCJC evaluation team which visited SCC on Thursday, November 29,
2007. The purpose of that review was to assure that the recom tions made by the
evaluation team were addressed by the SCC. Based on the revi€w of the SCC progress
report and ACCJC site visit, the Commission issued a Warni equested that Solano

issued when the Commission finds that an institut of action which
deviates from the Commission’s eligibility criter orgpolicy to
an extent that raises a concern regarding the instituti creditation
standards.

On February 3, 2009, the Western AssQgiati olleges (WASC) via the
Accrediting Commission for Communi ified i
Solano Community College (SCC) had bee
meeting on January 7-9, 2009, ACCJC revieW

Show Cause. At its
eport dated October 2008,

the Midterm Report dated Qe ( aluation team report which visited
SCC on November 3, 204 i nuary 7-9,°2009, the Commission also heard
testimony on the co t Lisa Waits, Board Chair Trustee Young,
Vice Pre31dent Robln Ste man representing the State

the Special R ity College on Show Cause. Show Cause is
i an institution in substantial non-compliance with the
Accreditation Standards, or policies. The

institution. The Co
20009.

on also required SCC to submit a Show Cause Report April 1,

According to the ACCJC Constitution, under this status, the College must continuously
demonstrate to the Commission that it is moving to correct deficiencies in the College’s
adherence to the six (6) Accreditation Recommendations (AR) and seven (7) Eligibility
Requirements (ER). Additionally, the Commission references the issues addressed in the
Education Management and Assistance Corporation’s (EAMAC) report. ACCJC directed the
Solano Community College District (SCCD) to make preliminary preparations for closure
according to the Commission’s Policy on Closing an Institution.
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Lack of ACCJC/WASC accreditation would result in a loss of state and federal funds,
including all general fund and categorical apportionment revenues, financial aid, and
maintenance funds. The magnitude of this in effect would cause all functions of the college
to cease. Although technically, the district could remain as a legal entity, removal of funding
could have the same effect as closing the institution. SCC is taking every step and
precaution to address all ACCJC recommendations so that the instiflition can demonstrate
why its accreditation should be continued. However, due to t arallél requirement to
address the Commission’s policy on closing an institution, t ure Report is being
taken seriously and submitted to ACCJC by April 1, 2009. ill follow ACCJC’s by-
laws and procedures to develop a closure plan to ens ests are protected.
Therefore, the challenge is to develop a closure pla
students and the community with the least disr i s deficiencies
as noted in the February 3, 2009 action letter.

The ACCJC Policy on Closing an Institution stipulates efore closing, the governing
s i with another institution,

Superintendent/President have worked d
students are being protected

(Merging, Forming Consortiums, Inter-Institutional
- Special Trustee, Board, Administration and Shared

e Instructional'Semvices Agreement (ISA) with an accredited college to offer
contracted instrFuctional services. A substantive change proposal would need to be
approved by ACCJC for this to be a viable option - Special Trustee and
Administration

e Governing Board Fully Informs all Affected Constituents. - Governing Board and
Administration

e Provide for Student Completion of Programs and the Securing of Student Records -
Administration, Faculty and AR
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In adherence to the ACCJC’s “Policy on Closing an Institution” requirements, the following is
a list of the activities that the College needs to embark to ensure that transition for students
is smooth.

e A Complete Analysis/Address of the Following Elements:

v Student Completion (Under Review - Completed

v’ Disposition of Academic Records and Financial Transcripts - Completed

by 12-31-09

v Provisions for Faculty and Staff - Adhere te Code Sections -

Completed by 3-15-10

Disposition of Assets - Completed b

Obligation of Assets - Completed

Coordination with the Accrediti
Colleges (ACCJC) - Ongoing

v" Key Governing Board Obligations - If A

6-30-09

ASANEN

riate, Review of Obligations by
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II1. School Closure Report

A. Student Completion:

e For students who have completed 75% of an academic degree or educational
program, arrangements shall be made to permit those students to complete their
requirements for a degree and educational program else but to receive the
degree and educational program from the closed institufion. Arrangements shall be
made with ACCJC for continuation of the College’s a tion by the ACC]C for this
purpose only. These steps (written ACCJC consen i ormally require the
institution to continue as a legal corporate entit s beyond the

authorized to award accredited degrees.
e Arrangements for transfers to other ins

e Agreements made with other i nsferring students and to
accept records must be submitte mission for Community
and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) for apy

e Arrangements will be made with the lerdl or state grants agencies to

transfer the grants tegth iving instifutions. yropriate agreements must be

Ided with the final transcript, there will be a
accredltatlon status and the student s eligibility for

esident on the College’s accreditation status.
ervices will be responsible for notifying students who have

otential graduation/completion status. Students will be informed

of their status for a degree/certificate and their option to receive a

degree/certificate under Solano Community College or other institutions if they are
to complete their respective curriculum. After a loss of accreditation, Solano
students would have no other option except to transfer to another accredited
institution.

e Since Solano Community College is a public institution, credits earned from the
College will be accepted by other colleges and universities. The College will issue a
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letter for each student indicating the closure of the College and to ensure the
acceptance of the credits by other accredited institutions. If applicable, the
Superintendent/President of Solano Community College will send college closure
notifications to the neighboring colleges in good standing with ACCJC (Napa Valley
College, Los Rios Community College District, Yuba Community College District, and
Contra Costa Community College District) for them to accept the students and their
credits before any termination date.

The College will provide each student with the most up
time of request. The College will also provide infor
existing mail and telephone hotlines and posting
students where they can retrieve a copy of thei munication will

date transcript at the
o the students by an

icyear 2007-2008 are stored
in the legacy “Santa Rosa” syste moved and converted
to the newly implemented SunGa 3 . Both systems will
remain available.
Records from Vallejg : 3
1985 are on micgéfilm: p N’s ending in 0001-0924 have
i f schooling or graduation. Records of

canned are accessible via the PaperClip
This system will remain running on campus and

boxed by s@ ;
Valley Road, F d, CA. where they can be easily accessible. Once the campus site
is no longer available, arrangements will be made to house the records elsewhere.
The financial aid records are also stored electronically and can be accessed through
PaperClip, the Santa Rosa system or Banner by the College.

The College will notify ACCJC and students of the location of stored records and
accessibility once the process has been completed. The student records will
continue to be stored at the Office of Admissions and Records at the Fairfield
campus, Building 400, 4000 Suisun Valley Road, Fairfield, CA. The College will also
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C. Provisions for Faculty and Staff

work with the State Chancellor’s Office to contract with an entity to electronically
store all transcripts and provide the students with the process to order them.

The Solano Community College District will announce the process and procedure on
how students can obtain their transcripts through the news media in English,
Mandarin, Spanish, Tagalog and Vietnamese and arrange for the Office of
Admissions and Records to be open for pickups as campus closure is in effect. The
District will set up a telephone “hotline” giving students i ctions on how and
where they can order transcripts. This information will@!so be‘on the existing
District website, which will be continuously maintai

In the event of closure, all certificated empl i ir March 15
notices following Commission action on t i show cause
report.
In the event of closure, all classified employ
notices.

In the event of closure, the Sola
neighboring districts and colleg
Los Rios Community College Dist
Community College District) for ava : nd notify the faculty and
staff of the opening

-day lay-off

istrict would contact
JC (Napa Valley College,

dministration is available, upon request, to
“In addition, the College would disseminate
job opportunities to faculty and staff. Through lay-off
ing all faculty and staff of the possibility of
Department would actively list job opportunities
nd staff in alternative placement. In the event the college
the College would work with neighboring institutions to

contracts/MOU’s or Lease Agreement would be terminated with month-to-month
continuations in some locations based on summer course offerings. All lease
agreements would be reviewed and established in collaboration with any potential
merger district upon notification of closure.
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D. Disposition of Assets

The Solano Community College District will remain as the legal entity to monitor the
disposition of its assets if necessary.

In the event of closure, the Solano Community College District will inventory all
financial resources and assets. The District will determine what resources and
assets are to be disposed of after the basic needs of stude culty, and staff are
provided and which assets are to remain with the Distri
The Solano Community College District will notify t partment of Education
upon closure and submit to the Department finan rmance reports
within 45 days. The District will notify the US D cation how records
will be retained and stored.
The District will develop procedures for ing a i dept loans;

The District will work with the Sola i ge District Foundation to
ensure that the assets would ho i ig

endowments and donors, and gra antors will be notified of
the College’s disposition of endowm '
The District will fo

al counsel the sales of physical plant,
pllections, art, or other assets if necessary.

ion of bankruptcy. At which time, the bankruptcy court
judge willide i e dispositions of assets.
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E. Obligations to Creditors

F. Coordination with the ACCJC

The Solano Community College District will identify all outstanding creditor
obligations for all funds, including the Measure G Bond Fund creditors if the College
deems this necessary.

The Solano Community College District will process properly all claims and interests
with creditors and other agencies if the College deems thi
The SCCD will apprise all agencies of the institution’s a
be subject to later legal proceedings.
The District will follow the state or federal laws r i ents of creditors.
The District will develop publicly defensible poliei he resources
equitably among those with claims against ing potential
claimants if the District deems this neces
In the event, the District does not havesu
obligations to creditors, the Governing Boar
proceed with possibility declaration of bankrup
court judge will determine the dispositions of asse

gements in order not to

ine the necéssary steps to
t which time, the bankruptcy

In the event of § g
Superintende i ewvill consult with and keep the ACCJC
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G. Key Governing Board Obligations
¢ In the event of closure, the Solano Community College Governing Board will take a

formal vote to terminate the institution as determined by ACCJC’s termination-of-
accreditation decision and on the progress of the closure activities. The Governing
Board will ensure students who have completed 75% of an academic degree,
educational program, or certification program will be abl e graduated from
Solano Community College by completing their require ts elsewhere or through
any approved partnerships. The Governing Board wij the legal action to seta
deadline for completion of degrees and certificati
Superintendent/President of the College to de

; faculty and classified staff which
personnel are to be retaine ; i ill make every effort to honor long-term
' en though the partles holdlng such claims

-
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