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SOLANO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
GOVERNING BOARD 

 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE OCTOBER AS FILIPINO AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH 

and OCTOBER 25 AS LARRY ITLIONG DAY  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 15/16 - 13 
 

WHEREAS, October 18, 1587 is the earliest documented proof of Filipino presence in the 
continental United States as the first "Luzones Indios" set foot in Morro Bay, California; and the year 1763 
was the first permanent settlement of Filipinos in the continental United States in St. Malo, Louisiana, which 
set in motion the economic, cultural, social, and other contributions that Filipino Americans have made to 
our great Nation; and in 1906, the Sekada - the first wave of Filipino farm workers to arrive in America - 
labored as farm workers, and were an integral part of Solano County’s agricultural economy; and 

 
WHEREAS, Filipino Americans comprised a large workforce sector at Mare Island Naval Shipyard 

and Travis Air Force Base contributing to the military defense, growth, and history of Solano County; and 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau, a five-year trend indicates that Filipino Americans in our community, 
state, and nation continues to grow, and they remain the largest Asian American group in Solano County, 
second largest in California, and third largest in the Nation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the late Larry Itliong was born on October 25, 1913 in San Nicolas, Pangasinan, 

Philippines and then worked on the railroads and as a migrant farmworker in California, and he is still an 
unsung leader in one of the greatest social justice movements in the America - the farm labor movement - as 
he organized 1,500 Filipinos to strike against the grape growers of Delano while suffering through violence, 
who called upon César Chávez, Dolores Huerta, and their followers to join forces with the Filipinos to strike 
together, and the two groups combined to  establish the United Farm Workers of America; and 

 
WHEREAS, the communities in Solano County have long recognized the contributions of Filipino 

Americans, several of whom have dedicated many years of service as health and social workers, civil service 
and military members, elected officials and policymakers through rank and file as well as leadership 
positions with various governmental and private entities. 

 
WHEREAS, State of California Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 58, dated July 14, 2015, and 

Assembly Bill No. 7, dated June 30, 2015, recognize October as “Filipino American History Month” and 
October 25 as “Larry Itliong Day,” respectively.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Board of the Solano Community 

College District hereby designates October as “Filipino American History Month” and October 25th as 
“Larry Itliong Day” and encourages all members of our community to study the significance of Filipino 
Americans, their chronicles, solid values, rich culture, enduring legacy, and the positive role models that 
they have proudly and humbly displayed in transforming the diversity and rich history of our great Nation. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 7th day of October, 2015. 
 
_____________________________________        _______________________________________ 
A. Marie Young, President                                       Michael A. Martin, Vice President                         
 
_____________________________________        _______________________________________ 
Monica Brown                                Sarah E. Chapman, Ph.D. 
 
_____________________________________        _______________________________________ 
Denis Honeychurch, J.D                                            Pam Keith  
           

_____________________________________ 
Rosemary Thurston -2-
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